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Hello friends, 

This past year at YESS has really been about reflection, learning, 
and getting honest with ourselves about how we can better support 
youth in crisis. We’ve spent time asking some tough questions, 
listening closely to our team and to the young people we serve,
and taking a hard look at what’s working and where we need to evolve. 

It’s not always the most visible work, but it matters. It’s helped us get clearer on who we
are, where we’re strongest, and where we need to adapt as the needs of youth continue to
grow and change. Through it all, we’ve stayed grounded in what matters most: keeping
youth safe, supported, and connected. 

This year has also pushed us to think differently and make some thoughtful adjustments
along the way. Our team has shown up with a lot of resilience, and I continue to be
impressed by the courage, commitment, and connection they bring to this work every day. 

Because of what we’ve learned, we’re heading into the year ahead with a clear focus - 
                                                 Renew what’s working and build on it. Reimagine what needs to
be different. We are continuing to shape a YESS that’s responsive, sustainable, and ready
for what’s ahead. 

To our staff team, thank you for everything you bring to this work, day in and day out. 

To our Board, thank you for your leadership, your trust, and your willingness to lean into
both the opportunities and the challenges with us. Your guidance and steady support have
made a real difference this past year. 

And to our donors, partners, and community, thank you. Your support gives us the ability
not just to respond, but to reflect, adapt, and keep moving forward with intention. 

We’re proud of the work behind us and excited for what comes next.

Corey Mowles
President & CEO
Youth Empowerment & Support Services (YESS)

Renew and Reimagine.

Letter from the 
President & CEO

Renew & 
Reimagine



Indigenous

Black

White

Other Racialized

39%

12%

29%

19%

Male
47.7%

Female
45.7%

Non-
Binary/Gender

Diverse
6.6%

21-24
46.8%

15-17
34.4%

18-20
18.8%

OUR IMPACT 
2025/2026 AT A GLANCE

Ages Genders

DEMOGRAPHICS OF YOUTH WE SUPPORT
Ethnicities

Youth supported
746

Unique youth accessed our
programs and services

Average Stay
18 days

Safe nights of 
shelter provided

Meals & Snacks served
21,900

Nutritious meals and snacks to
support health and well-being

Counselling Sessions
240

One-on-one and group 
counselling sessions provided

Increase in youth served
24%

This fiscal year

Volunteer Hours
1,472

Generous time and talent
donated by our volunteers



PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Youth Support Centre (YSC)
By providing consistent, trauma-informed support, 
the YSC improved youth engagement and
emotional regulation. Youth developed coping
skills, experienced reduced crisis escalation, and
increased readiness for daily routines.

Graham’s Place 
Transitional housing and individualized supports
helped youth build stability and independence. By
removing barriers to education and employment,
including support with school fees and training
certifications, youth were able to enroll in school,
complete certifications, secure employment, and 
build confidence in their future.

Wellness Integration Team (WIT)
By providing trauma-informed crisis stabilization,
mental health education, and culturally rooted
programming, WIT supported youth through
healing, identity, and connection. Youth reported
feeling more supported, capable, and hopeful 
about their future.



Mending Hope 
Led by a former YESS participant, this program equips
youth with practical hand-sewing skills to repair clothing
and footwear, extending the life of essential items and
building lifelong independence. 

Social Media Workshop  
Presented by Kaden Ave Communications, the program
helps youth build hands-on skills in content creation and
storytelling, supporting safe and confident digital
communication. 

NEW PROGRAMS
2026/2027

“YESS believed in me
when things felt

impossible. Now I’m
building the life I always

dreamed of.“
-YESS Youth Renew & 

Reimagine



Steven Ewaskiw Chair

Maryann Everett Vice-Chair

Kurtis Letwin Treasurer

Sarah Denholm Secretary

Maria Di Stasio Director

Amanda Kim Director

Cynthia Zutter Director

Krista Brower Director

Sheila Harrison Director

Sherry Saulou Director

Pooja Gandhi Director

Danny Luk Associate Director

Kimberly Walker Associate Director

Hannah Hamilton Associate Director

Michael Fox-Junker Associate Director

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Thank you for your dedication!



This year has been one of reflection, resilience, and transformation at
YESS. As the needs of youth continue to evolve and the social sector
faces increasing complexity, we have taken important steps to
reimagine how we deliver on our mission.

Over the past year, we undertook a strategic shift focused on
strengthening our foundation and positioning the organization for
long-term sustainability and impact. While these decisions were not
always easy, they have allowed us to focus more intentionally on
where we can create the greatest value for youth and deepen
community partnerships.

What excites me most is the opportunity ahead: a new chapter
defined by innovation, adaptability, and a renewed commitment to
empowering young people. We are challenging ourselves to think
differently, collaborate more deeply, and ensure our work reflects the
realities youth face today.

Throughout this period of change, the dedication of our staff,
volunteers, Board members, donors, and community supporters has
remained unwavering. Thank you for your passion, leadership, and
continued belief in the youth we serve. Your support allows us to
continue evolving and providing critical services to those who need
them most.

While this year brought challenges, it also brought growth,
opportunity, and renewed purpose. I am optimistic about the future
and confident in the path ahead.

With gratitude,

Steven Ewaskiw
Chair, Board of Directors
Youth Empowerment & Support Services (YESS)

Letter from the 
Board Chair

“What excites me most
is the opportunity

ahead: a new chapter
defined by innovation,

adaptability, and a
renewed commitment
to empowering young

people.”
-Steven Ewaskiw

Renew & 
Reimagine



EXPERIENCE AT YESS
REINTEGRATION
INTO COMMUNITY 

COMMITMENTCOURAGE CONNECTION

Her journey reflects the power of connection
in helping youth build stability,

independence, and hope for the future.

A youth came to YESS experiencing significant
family instability and accessed our emergency
shelter program. During her stay, she remained
committed to school, sought support from staff,
and accessed counselling services to help
navigate the challenges she was facing. After
transitioning into YESS’s transitional housing
program, Graham’s Place, outstanding school
fees became a barrier to her education. Through
targeted funding support, YESS covered these
costs, allowing her to return to school and
continue pursuing her goals. With ongoing
support and connections to housing and
employment resources, she secured part-time
work, developed independent living skills, and
successfully transitioned into her own
apartment. Her journey reflects the power of
connection in helping youth build stability,
independence, and hope for the future.

Our values are
reflected in how we

support youth 
every day.



Adopt-A-Teen

YESS took over the Adopt-A-Teen holiday campaign
as part of our growing community involvement
initiatives. Through the program, YESS distributed
6,000 youth-focused mailers across the city, each
containing a $50 gift card to support young people
during the holiday season. Beyond providing
immediate support, the campaign helped raise
awareness of YESS programs and services while
building connections with youth who may not know
where to turn for help.

FUNDRAISING INITIATIVES

On September 21, 2025, YESS proudly hosted the
inaugural Walk for YESS: a community-driven event
focused on raising awareness, building relationships,
and generating critical support for youth
experiencing crisis and homelessness. Guided by the
tagline “Step into community. Walk for connection.
Create impact.”, the event brought together families,
supporters, volunteers, and community members in
support of Edmonton’s youth. 

Walk for YESS

215
Walkers

30+
Volunteers

$68,000
Raised

6,000
Youth Reached

This year, we introduced two new campaigns that brought our
community together in meaningful support of youth. Due to their
strong impact and engagement, both initiatives will return annually.



Fundraising
51.5%

Grants
27.3%

Govt. Partners
21.2%

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
2025/2026
Funding

$2,643,254
Fundraising

Operating Budget

Fiscal 2027
$5.1 million

Fiscal 2026
$5.1 million

$1,085,042
Govt. Partners

$1,407,035
Grants

YESS



FINANCIAL REVIEW

Please visit yess.org/our-impact for our audited financial statements.

Statement of Operations 
For the year ended March 31, 2026, with comparative figures for the year ended
March 31, 2025.



DONOR & VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION

Volunteer 
Hours

1,472
Dedicated
Volunteers

280+
of Donors & 
Supporters

Thousands



FUNDER SHOUTOUT: 
THE HOME DEPOT CANADA FOUNDATION

YESS is grateful for the continued support 
of The Home Depot Canada Foundation.
Through annual foundation funding, 
along with contributions raised by individual
stores in Edmonton through The Orange 
Door Project, their partnership helps provide
safety, stability, and support for youth
experiencing crisis and homelessness.
Together, we are helping youth build
brighter futures.



Thank you for your support this year! 

YESS SUPPORTERS

Robert Abbott
Thomas & Pamela Acheson
Mary Anne & Steve Adams
Lyette Adams
Rick & Kathryn Adelsberger
Robin Adkins
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YESS SUPPORTERS
Con-Spec Industries Ltd.
Coronado United Church Women
Corrosion Service Company Limited
Costco Wholesale Canada Ltd. - Sherwood 
   Park #544
Costco Wholesale Canada Ltd. - W 
   Edmonton Business Centre #6
Dacro Industries Inc.
Darrel Ziehr Family Fund
Darrell's Tractor Services Inc.
David & Janet Bentley Family Fund*
Deb Cautley Award Fund*
Denman Endowment Fund*
Derrick Golf and Winter Club Playroom
Detheridge Family Fund*
Devon United Church
Devon United Church UCW
DLC Mortgage Mentors - The Collin 
   Bruce Mortgage Team
Doll Club Edmonton
Dow Canada
Dr. Donald Massey School
Dr. T.A. Kasper Family Fund*
Dynamic Manufacturing Solutions Inc.
E & A Bedard Professional Corporation
Eberlein Family Charitable Foundation
Ed & Rita Foy Memorial Fund*
Edmonton Area Pipeline & Utility Operators 
   Committee
Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation
Edmonton Cold Weather Animal Rescue 
   Society
Edmonton Community Foundation
Edmonton Food Bank
Edmonton Korean First Presbyterian 
    Church
Edmonton Lodge #22 Royal Purple 
    Association
Edmonton Millwoods Breakfast Lions Club
Edmonton Moravian Church
Edmonton North District Area Council 2
EECOL Electric Corp.
Effect Home Builders Ltd.
Eldon & Anne Foote Fund*
Electronic Arts (EA)
Elk Island Catholic Schools
EllisDon Construction Services Inc.
Emmanuel Community Reformed Church
Enbridge Pipelines Inc.
Encore Trucking & Transport Ltd.
Enterprise/Taylor Charitable Entities
EPCOR
EPSB - School Family Liasons
Escuela MillCreek School
Estate of Alexandra Munn
Estate of Clare Mitchell
Estate of Madelaine Valerie Williams
Executive Flight Centre Developments 
   (2020) Ltd.
Fairway Legacy Foundation
Farrell Mechanical Sales Inc.

FCT
Fellowship Christian Reformed Church
Finning Canada
First Christian Reformed Church
First National LLP
First Nations Technical Services Advisory 
   Group Inc.
Fogolar Furlan Edmonton
Food Banks Alberta
Foothills Creamery
Fortitude Plumbing Ltd.
Frank J. Flaman Foundation
Freson Bros
Frost Valuations Inc.
Gaetz Realty Inc.
Galperti Canada ULC 
Gerald Knoll Family Fund*
Geroll Management Inc.
Gilead Alberta ULC
Google (Canada)
Goonchen Family Fund*
Government of Alberta
Grace United Church
Gregory Reginald McCrum Foundation
Gryphon Benefits & Insurance Inc.
Habberjam Mechanical Inc.
Hearts ON God Young Adults - Student 
   Group
Highlands United Church
Hilwie Hamdon School
Holy Family Columbus Club
Holyrood Elementary School
Hosanna Lutheran Church
Hryciuk Family Fund*
Huebner Family Foundation
Hughenden United Church
IBM Canada
Ideal Contract Services
Import Tool Corporation Ltd.
Inglewood Christian Reformed Church
Inter-Can Immigration Services Inc.
Jane Hopkinson Fund*
Jennifer Minsos PC
Jim & Marilyn Blair Foundation
Jim Pattison Developments Ltd.
John Brooks Company Ltd.
John Slatter Fund*
Junior Prospects Hockey League
K7 Fund*
Karl Hager Limb & Brace
Kathleen Jacob Benevolent Fund*
Kevin Gaetz Charity Fund*
Kind Ice Cream Co. Inc.
Kiwi Nurseries Ltd.
Kurtis P. Letwin Professional Corporation
LACIE Foundation
Laing Family Fund
Landmark Group of Companies Inc.
Laurate Rho Sorority
Laurie Thomson Fund*
Laurier Heights Elementary & Junior High School

2181714 Alberta Ltd. Brent Leah Mortgages
2575589 Alberta Inc.
3 T Signs
Acme Meat Market
Acquired Taste Tea
Acute Construction Company Inc.
Akram Attia Professional Corporation
Alberta Blue Cross
Alberta Hardwood Flooring 
Alberta Motor Association
Alberta School Employee Benefit Plan
Allaine Fund
Allan & Donna Lundell Family Fund*
Allard Foundation Ltd.
Allstar Construction Ltd.
Allstate Insurance Sherwood Park
Amalgamated Mining & Tunnelling Inc.
Angel Foundation 
Anglican Church of The Good Shepherd ACW
Angus Oliver Luxury Sheepskins
Appleyard Foundation
Archbishop Jordan Catholic High School
Archbishop MacDonald Catholic High School
Associated Canadian Travellers 
   (Edmonton Club)
ATB Community Foundation
ATB Financial
Audrey & Harold Eikeland Fund*
Baher Family Fund*
Barb and Ernie's Restaurant
Barbara G. Blackley Fund*
Bert & Joyce Cook Fund*
Beulah Alliance Church
Blackburn Davis Financial Inc.
Blue Graphite Licensed Interior Design Ltd.
Boston Pizza Foundation
Braeside Presbyterian Church
Bruyer & MacKay LLP
Brylex Restoration Inc.
Burke Family Foundation
Butler Family Foundation
C.I. Baxter Holdings Inc.
Cam & Dawn Allard Family Foundation
Canaccord Genuity Corp.
Canadian Industrial Electrical Supply Ltd.
Canterra Suites Inc.
Cantiro Group LP
CAP Filtration Ltd.
Catholic Parish of Assumption
Cenovus Energy
Central Sewing Machines Inc.
Chalmers-Castle Downs United Church
Chemco Electrical Contractors Ltd.
Chessor Environmental Testing Ltd.
Christ the Way Seventh-Day Adventists
City of Edmonton - Family & Community 
   Services (FCSS)
Cisco Systems Canada
CN Employees' and Pensioners Community 
   Fund
Community of Christ

Thank you for your support this year!
FUNDERS



YESS SUPPORTERS
Thank you for your support this year!

*at the Edmonton Community Foundation
This list recognizes funders who supported
YESS at $250 or more during the
2025/2026 fiscal year.
For a full listing of funders who support
YESS,  please visit:  yess.org/our-funders

Lawrence & Edith McRae Fund*
Leading Edge Running Club Ltd.
Ledcor Industries Inc.
Leftovers Edmonton
Les Filles de Jesus
Lifestyle Options Riverbend (Social Fund)
Linde Canada Inc.
Local 1976 USW
Local No. 37 of the Edmonton Public 
   Teachers' Association
Love out Loud Charitable Fund
M. Morros Professional Corporation
Magnum Mortgage & Realty Corp.
Margaret Rose Christensen Family 
   Memorial Fund*
Marlane & Gordon Wyper's 
   Charitable Giving Fund
Matt & Betty-Jean Baldwin Foundation
Mattamy Homes
MC College Group Inc.
McIvor Kent Endowment Fund*
MCL Power Inc.
McLennan Ross LLP
Melton Foundation
Michael and Kathryn Brechtel Fund*
Michael Mengel Professional Medical 
   Corporation
Miller Thomson LLP
Millwoods Community Church
MMD Sales Ltd.
Mo-Na Food Enterprises Ltd.
Morguard Investments Limited
Mother Margaret Mary High School
Mr Kinash Professional Corporation
MTM Roofing Ltd.
NAC Management Inc.
Nando's Canada Corporate Inc.
Neerlandia Christian Reformed Church
Neil Gower Family Fund*
NFP Canada Corp.
Northern Forestry Centre
Northern Materials Engineering Ltd.
OddBird Art & Craft Fair
Oodle Noodle Franchise Corporation
Order of Ahepa Aurora Borealis Chapter 
   No CJ10
Order of the Eastern Star - Chapter 
   Allenby #38
Our Lady of Fatima Association
Papulkas Family Grace & Gratitude 
   Fund*
Paris Jewellers
Philip Ki Joon Oh Scholarship
   Foundation
Plie Prep Inc.
Peter Gilgan Foundation
Polish Canadian Humanitarian Society
Prairie Gold Scaffolding Ltd.
Priority Mechanical Ltd.
PT Business Services Ltd.
Pure Class Dance Arts Association
Purdy's WEM
R & M Kroetsch Legacy Fund

RBC Foundation
REALTORS Community Foundation
Reliant Maintenance Group Ltd.
Richard S. Pirnak Professional
   Corporation
Right Choice Camps & Catering
RIO-TEK Canada Inc.
Roman M. Kujath Architect Ltd.
Rotary Club of Sherwood Park
Ross McBain Charitable Gift Fund
Royal Alexandra Hospital Palliative 
   Care Consult Team
Royal Alexandra Hospital Women's
   Auxiliary
Sara Kalke Realtor 
Scantec GPR Services Inc.
SCE Electric Western Canada Ltd.
SDC Services
Sealand Quality Foods
Second Harvest
Select Engineering Consultants Ltd.
Shelley and Guy Scott Family 
   Foundation
Shirley & Gordon Gifford Family Fund*
SLP Team Edmonton Catholic School
   Division 
Sonic 102.9
Southgate Audi
Southgate Volkswagen
Spartan Controls Ltd.
Spirit West United Church
St. Agnes Catholic Women's League
St. Paul's Foundation
St. Paul's United Church Women
St. Thomas More Catholic Women's
   League
Stantec Consulting Ltd.
Starbucks Foundation Charitable Fund
Stir Catering
Strathcona Food Bank
Suncor Energy Inc.
Take Two Software
Tarik Foundation
Taste of Edmonton Community Fund*
TD Canada Trust
TD Canada Trust - Branch #8312
Tempo School
The Allan & Sally Sawin Foundation
The Co-operators
The Home Depot Canada Foundation
The Home Depot Canada Foundation
   (Orange Door Project)
The Leder Charitable Foundation
The Little Potato Company Ltd.
The Masonic Foundation of Alberta
The Orthodox Fellowship Club of
   Edmonton
The Pinecrest Charitable Foundation
The Purple Shirts
The Samies IOOB
The Tenaquip Foundation
The Unitarian Church of Edmonton
The Vox Collective 

Thermo Design Insulation Ltd. 
Tiger Family Fund* 
Todd Charitable Fund
Torskeklubben of Edmonton
Town and City Realty
Travis Simpson Real Estate
Tree House Playschool
United Way of Calgary and Area
University of AB Hospital, Adult
   Operative Services Staff
United Way of the Alberta Capital Region
Urban Systems Foundation
UrbanAge Homes Inc.
Vans South Common
Vans Southgate
Vans West Edmonton Mall
Venturi Engineering Solutions Inc.
Viegas Family Fund*
W. James and Sandra J. Lockhart Fund at
   The United Church of Canada Foundation
W.A. & M. Hiller Fund*
W.P. Wagner High School
Waltraut H. Hein Memorial Endowment
   Fund*
Weir Family Fund*
West End Christian Reformed Church
Western Electrical Management Ltd
Westminster Junior High School
Wheaton Honda
Whiteridge Inc.
Wildrose Polio Support Society
Windsor House
Wired Wise Electrical Contracting 
William & Florence Lede Family
   Foundation
Wolthuis Visser Foundation
Willow Glen Farm
Winspear Fund*
Wright Automotive Inc.
YEG Cycle Spin Studio
YESS 2 Love Fund*
YESS Directors' Fund*
YESS Staff Contributions Fund*
Youth and Philanthropy Initiative Canada
Youth Emergency Shelter of Edmonton
   Fund*
Youth Emergency Shelter Society Fund*



FUNDERS SPOTLIGHT
Thank you to our generous funders

for making our work possible!

& many more!



780-468-7070

giving@yess.org

9310 82 Avenue
Edmonton AB T6C 0Z6

There is a story behind every number. Contact us to find out more.
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